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INTRODUCTION. 


Christian activity, and especially the activity of the 
Catholic Church, was so wide-spread along the line 
of relieving the suffering and fighting humanity, 
and it was so untired in the field of eradicating 
national antagonism and enmities, and it was so 
insistent on approaching a universal peace during the 
last great war, that, at present, the world is so friend- 
ly inclined to religion, that most of the prejudices 
against the Church that were developed in the last 
five or six decades disappeared. 

At present, the Church is more appreciated by 
Catholics and even by non-Catholics, because there is 
a better understanding around the point, that she is 
a great social force leading humanity not only to 
heaven, but to a temporal happiness also, of course as 
far as such happiness is possible. The Catholic world 
understands that the Church would properly develop 
all her forces for the benefit of humanity if her 
highest authority residing in the Vatican would possess 
a greater acknowledgment on the part of international 


law. 
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The Concert of Nations, therefore, ought to approve 
internationally those political “guarantees” that were 
given the Vatican by the Italian parliament, and it 
ought to grant to the Church and her supreme 
authority residing in the Vatican such political in- 
dependence as to enable the Vatican to possess a 
complete Self-Determination. The Concert of Nations 
should include the representative of the Holy See 
among the delegates representing the League of 
Nations, because the Church, according to the opinion 
of such authoritative diplomats as Nitti, Balfour, etc., 
would help to base the League of Nations on a solid 
foundation and to approach universal peace. A political 
internationalizing of the Vatican in such a way as to 
give the Vatican a sovereignty is, at present, more 
important for international politics than before, be- 
cause, at present, more than ever is needed a 
supernational institution as the Church is, which would 
help to establish a “modus vivendi” after a general 
political ruin caused by the war. 

The arguments proving the necessity of granting 
the Vatican a political sovereignty, we develop in this 
book in the chapter entitled “Political Independence 
of the Vatican’; some of the arguments are taken 
from a different booklet entitled ‘(Greater Extension 
of Church Activity”, (by the same author) in order 
to make this treatise more complete. Because the 
Catholic Church centers her efforts, at present, on 
the reconstruction along the educational, social and 
charitable lines, hence, she needs financial help just: 
as well as any other Empire. The financial condition 
of the Church, and especially of its supreme authority 
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residing in the Vatican, is in a critical moment be- 
eause the Vatican does not possess enough of means 
and enough of international financial credit. The 
collection of Peter’s Pence, which takes place every 
year all over the Catholic world, is not sufficient to: 
establish a financial foundation, generating an inter- 
national credit for the Vatican. The collection of Peter’s. 
Pence may be only the secondary means helping the 
Vatican to carry on its international mission. 

In order to establish an international financial credit: 
for the Vatican ona larger or smaller scale, it is. 
necessary to establish a financial basis such as is 
established in other modern Empires or Republics. 
Such basis ought to be built according to the principles 
of modern commercial sciences. Because we consider’ 
this thing of a great importance hence we have 
developed a project for this purpose in the chapter 
entitled ”Financial Independence of the Vatican.” 
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FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
VATICAN. 


In olden times monarchs gave the Vatican lands 
from which were drawn sources enabling the Church 
to carry on her missions, and to fulfil] her numerous 
duties required by our Lord. 

At present, conditions are changed so much that 
there is no chance for the Vatican to get lands, but 
at the same time, people at large all over the Christian 
world better understand the point, that the Church 
and her Supreme Head residing in the Vatican need 
financial help. 

The Christian world and especially the Catholic 
world help financially the Holy See contributing to 
the collections called Peter’s Pence, but such collections 
never can build a sufficiently strong Financial founda- 
tion for the Church and the Vatican. 
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During wars among countries the collection of 
Peter’s Pence is generally reduced to nothing, and 
during the last great international war this collection 
was so diminished that the Holy See at present is 
indeed in a disastrous financial condition. 

The Church which is a spiritual regimen uses besideg 
the spiritual means also temporal means in fulfilling 
her religious, educational, social and charitable missions 
all over the world. She, therefore, as well as any other 
republic or empire must possess a financial foundation 
more or less unshakable. 

The yearly collections of Peter’s Pence though they 
are a sign of good will on the part of the faithful, 
though they renew the Christian spirit of charity, 
are nevertheless insufficient to create a_ strong 
financial foundation for the Church. It is therefore 
necessary besides collecting Peter’s Pence to begin 
some new plan, which may be executed at the same 
time. 

Such plan and such new method should be similar 
to those methods which are adopted by modern re- 
publics and empires with the slight difference 
referring rather to the way of collecting funds. 

Every country that took part in the last inter- 
national war has issued different kinds of Liberty 
Bonds whose aim was to raise sufficient funds for 
carrying on the war in order to defend its own liberty. 
These bonds at present do not possess their face value, 
but they will possess it in the future. When the time 
of expiration of the bonds will come, the governments 
will pay them off, and in order to facilitate this, 
there will be sold other bonds in order to get a sufficient 
capital to pay off the war bonds. The new bonds may be 
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directly exchanged for the expiring old bonds without 
the trouble of selling the old bonds and buying the 
new ones. 

As to the Church, of course, she cannot issue her 
bonds, because she has no financial foundation based 
on lands, mines, etc., and, therefore, she has no finan- 
cial international credit. How then can such credit be 
established? It may be done if the Church will possess 
a sufficient number of bonds issued by different 
countries during this war. These bonds the Catholic 
world must collect for the Church. There ought to be 
made a universal drive for collecting the war bonds 
for the Church. These bonds do not possess at present 
their face value and hence it will be easier to collect 
them or even to buy them. The collection ought to be 
started in the United States, where the people are 
considerably wealthier, than in devastated Europe. It 
ought to be started as soon as possible, because in order 
to realize this project considerable time will be re- 
quired. The longer we wait the harder it will be to 
collect the war bonds, because they will increase in 
value. The faithful will willingly offer some of their 
bonds for the Vatican, because they know that these 
bonds will realize very high religious, educational and 
social purposes of the Church. In those places where the 
faithful do not possess, bonds at present, they may buy 
them, collecting first the necessary funds for this 
purpose. Different associations, confraternities and 
beneficial societies ought to buy some bonds for the 
Vatican in order to help build the financial basis for 
the Church. 
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Some one may ask, whether respective governments 
will be willing or not to support such project. We will 
then say, that they will not object, in view of the fact 
of this very important point, that the Vatican will not 
ask for the principal, but only for the interest of the 
bonds possessed. 

When the bonds of a country will be expiring, the 
Vatican would readily accept in exchange some other 
bonds from the respective countries. The Vatican will 
not need to ask for the principal, but only for the 
interest. Thus the financial foundation of the Vatican 
built in such way will give an international credit to 
the Vatican, a credit proportionate to the number of 
bonds possessed in each country. Hence the Church 
having no lands, mines and territories, but the bonds 
of different countries will possess a credit just as 
strong, as if she had lands and mines, because this 
credit will be based on bonds, that are based on the 
countries’ national wealth. 

Possessing the bonds the Church may issue when 
money is needed her own letters of credit, directed to 
this or other country with the permission, of course, 
of the respective country, or she may ask for a loan in 
a different form. 

This is the only way for the Christian and especially 
the Catholic world to help the Church to stand on a 
financial solid foundation. A drive made for this 
purpose or even a few drives would realize the project 
if the Catholic world would make a proper effort along 
this line. 

During such drives there might be collected not only 
war bonds, but even other bonds issued by wealthy, 
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chartered companies, that possess lands, factories, etc. 
For these corporations would follow such privilege that 
the Vatican would not request the capital, but only 
the interest, and when the bonds would be expiring, 
it would exchange them for other bonds issued by the 
company or, at least it would give the best condition 


for the companies along the line of amortization of the 
capital invested in the bonds possessed by the Vatican. 


The Vatican cannot be left in such a pitiable financial 
condition as it is at present, because its activity would 
be very much limited. 

When the Vatican possessed “Pontifical Dominion” 
that offered a considerable income every year, it was 
able to cover the expenses of its missionary activity, 
but after the said Dominion has been taken away, it 
does not possess enough sources to cover such 
expenses. The offerings collected through Peter’s 
Pence may be only a secondary means of helping 
financially the Holy See. 

Many Catholics regret that the Vatican was de- 
prived of its “Pontifical Dominion”, and that, at 
present, it is in a critical financial condition, but, not- 
withstanding this, there has been nothing done in 
order to create some new sources of income and credit 
for the Vatican so as to replace the lost “Pontifical 
Dominion.” 

The Catholics, therefore, should make an effort along 
this line, and the united Catholic Press would, un- 
doubtedly, support the endeavors whose purpose would 
be to collect a sufficient quantity of war bonds issued 
by different countries. 
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The activity of the Catholic Church is better 
appreciated at present than it was before the war; 
almost everyone admits that the Church will have to 
perform many achievements in the future in order to 
help the world to establish a Family of Nations where 
every nationality and everybody would feel better and 
safer. In order to help the Holy Father to lead the 
Catholic Church in such an enormous work, sufficient 
international financial credit ought to be created by 
new methods offered by economic and commercial 
sciences. The Catholic world cannot be indifferent in 
trying such methods, which might prove successful or 
at least they will open a way in order to find some 
better methods of establishing an international 
financial credit for the Vatican. It ought to be 
established some way or other. We do not claim that 
the method proposed by us is perfect, and that it is 
the only method which should be used for the above 
mentioned purpose, but, at the same time, we are 
sure that a series of efforts ought to be made in this 
field. 

There is one more very important reason to urge 
the Catholics of the world to make efforts in the line 
of developing an international financial credit for the 
Vatican. The League of Nations which is a historical, 
social and economic necessity will be completely 
organized sooner or later. Every intelligent Catholic 
undoubtedly understands that if the Church would 
not be admitted to take part in this League, it would 
be very detrimental to the League on the one hand 
and it would be a considerable obstacle in the way of 
Christian activity for the Church. 
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The League will have its treasury and its bank of 
nations as it was outlined in a few projects of the 
constitution of such league (one of the best projects 


was sketched by Andre Mater). The international 
credit of nations and even of large international cor- 
porations will be controlled by that bank of nations. 
Practically every international activity will be more or 
~ less controlled by that institution which will be under 
the control of the League of Nations. The representa- 
tives of international finance will undoubtedly have 
their delegates at the League. The Vatican which was 
excluded from the conference in The Hague and in 
Paris on account of the reason that it did not possess 
an internationally acknowledged sovereignty might be 
excluded from the League of Nations again for the 
additional reason that it does not possess an inter- 
national financial credit because it does not have lands 
and natural resources guaranteeing such credit. Jews, 
of course, will control more or less the League of 
Nations as financiers and as the representatives of 
the semi-sovereign country of Palestine. In such un- 
happy condition the Vatican sovereignty reduced at 
present to minimum, would be still reduced to a 
smaller degree because in the future commercial and 
economic era a sovereignty or even semi-sovereignty 
cannot practically exist without international credit. 
The Jews have received from the Conference of 
Peace the autonomy of the Jewish National Home. It 
means that there has been established a semi-in- 
dependent Jewish countsy in Palestine under the pro- 
tectorate of England. We talk on this subject in the 
special chapter under the headline of |The Semi- 
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Indepedence of the Jewish National Home.” Jews will 
possess double citizenship as it was established at the 


Conference of Peace, so that a Jew, at present, is a 
citizen of the country where he actually lives, and of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine. Hence, the 
Jewish National Home will have jurisdiction over 
the entire world, because Jews live every- 
where. This jurisdiction will be not only political for 
the reason that Jews living in the world are citizens 
of the Jewish National Home, but also- spiritual, be- 
cause the political jurisdiction is not separated from 
the spiritual jurisdiction in the Jewish National Home. 
This institution will be the Jewish Vatican for the 
Jews and it will possess more political authority and 
more material means than the Catholic Vatican in 
Rome. The Jewish Vatican being supported by the 
international Jewish masonry will be furnished with 
great material resources practically with the inter- 
national Jewish finance. Hence, the Jewish Vatican 
will possess political semi-sovereignty under the pro- 
tectorate of England, spiritual jurisdiction over those 
who profess Mosaic religion and support of the inter- 
national capital, which is almost in Jewish hands. 

If we consider the fact that the Catholic Vatican 
does not possess, at present, internationally acknow- 
ledged sovereignty and is deprived of means, we, un- 
doubtedly, arrive at the conclusion that at present its. 
sovereignty ought to be guaranteed internationally and. 
there ought to be created an international financial 
credit for the Vatican. The Catholic world can not. 
stand indifferent in reference to the poverty of the: 
Vatican unless it wants the Vatican to have innumerous 
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difficulties in carrying on its activity. Without an inter- 
national financial credit, the Roman Catholic Vatican 
will look very poor in comparison to the Jewish Vatican 
in Palestine, and we presume that the Catholic world 
will show more interest for the Vatican in the future, 
and will begin to think seriously of establishing a 
financial basis for the Vatican. In the Jewish Vatican 
there is no separation between Church and State, and 
the lay authority is ready to offer for Jewish religious 
purposes any amount of money needed. We see how 
the lay authority and the religious Jewish authority 
uniformly work for their National Home, for special 
privileges referring to the observation of the Sabbath 
and the establishing of Jewish national schools in 
Poland and other countries. Lay Jews did not care 
how much money was spent to get from the Conference 
of Peace extraordinary privileges. Will the Catholic 
world be unwilling to do something for the Vatican 
along the line of the Vatican’s international financial 
credit and its internationally acknowledged sover- 
eignty? There is no doubt that not only the Catholics 
but the Christian world at large will do something 
along this line in order to save our Christian civiliza- 
tion, because, in fact, the Jewish Vatican representing 
oriental anti-Catholic and anti-Christian civilization 
will struggle with the Roman Vatican, representing our 
Christian civilization. 
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POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
: VATICAN. 


At the end of this booklet we placed the encyclical 
on Christian Reconciliaton issued by His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XV on Pentecost Sunday; there the Pope 
clearly says that the political laws and privileges of 
the Holy See were infringed and that at present 
when the peace among nations gradually begins to be 
a fact, the Pope believes, that the abnormal political 
condition of the Holy See will be corrected also. 

Because the Holy Father rescinds the order for- 
bidding Catholic sovereigns to visit the Kind of Italy 
in Rome, hence, some diplomats were of the opinion 
that His Holiness tacitly renounces the sacrosanct | 
rights which were infringed by the Italian Govern- 
ment and against which infringement the predecessors 
of the Pope Benedict XV., always have protested. In 
the Reconcialition Encyclical the Holy Father abolishes 
the old disposition against the Italian King and permits 
the Christian rulers and representatives of nations 
to visit the King of Italy in order to increase Christian 
love and to approach a_ universal peace among 
nations. At the same time the Holy Father renews 
the protest which has been made by his predecessors. 
The Pope says: 

“And inasmuch as one very useful means of main- 
taining this concord among the peoples is found in 
the visits which the heads of States and Governments 
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are accustomed to exchange to consult on matters of 
special importance, considering the changed circum- 
stances of the times and the dangerous trend of 


events, in order to co-operate in this brotherhood of 
the peoples, We are willing to mitigate in some 
measure the severity of the conditions which were 
justly laid down by Our predecessors, when the civil 
power of the Holy See was destroyed, to exclude visits 
to Rome of Catholic Princes in official form. 

_ But at the same time We solemnly proclaim that 
this consession, determined, or rather willed, as is 
seen, on account of the seriousness of the present 
times, must not be interpreted as a tacit renunciation 
of sacrosanct rights as if the Holy See were satisfied 
with the abnormal condition which it is now placed. 
Indeed, the protests which Our predecessors have 
several times made, not in the least moved thereto 
by human interests but by the sanctity of duty, to 
defend the dignity and rights of this Apostolic See, 
We on this occasion renew for the very same reasons, 
claiming once again and with even greater insistence, 
that now that peace is made among the nations “for 
the Head of the Church too, an end may be put to that 
abnormal condition which does’ serious harm, for 
many reasons, to that very tranquillity of the 
peoples.” 

From the above quoted words of the Encyclical, we 
see that the Holy Father Benedict XV. insists on the 
point that the privileges of sovereignty of the Vatican 
should be extended and guaranteed by the representa- 
tives of nations at a conference of peace, because, as 
he says, it is a necessity for a universal peace. 
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The Vatican has not been included in the family of 
sovereign states since it lost its temporal power in 
1870. The Pope has no international rights; _ his 
status is regulated by the “law of guarantees” of 1871 
enacted by the Italian parliament. This Italian law 
guarantees the inviolability of the Pope and secures 
to him the enjoyment of certain rights and privileges 
ordinarily enjoyed by sovereigns. Hence, it is clear, that 
according to the understanding of European statesmen, 
the idea of sovereignty always included the temporal 
power and jurisdiction over a certain territory; sover- 
eignty, therefore, was attached to a territory and was 
possessed as long as the territory was possessed, and 
the loss of territory always caused the loss of sover- 
eignty. That such, indeed, was the understanding of 
sovereignty among European statesmen, may be 
proved from the fact which happened with the Vatican. 
The sovereignty of the Vatican was acknowledged by 
statesmen only as long as the Vatican possessed a large 
territory with temporal jurisdiction over it. When 
in the year of 1870 the Vatican had lost the territory, 
together with the temporal power, European states- 
men concluded that the Vatican had lost its sover- 
eignty; this was the reason why the Vatican was not 
allowed to send its delegate to any peace conference 
in the Hague. 

That such idea of sovereignty is very imperfect, 
becomes clear to everyone who pays attention to the 
fact that sovereignty is a supreme power over the 
people, who acknowledge it, but not over a territory 
only. 
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A legislative body possesses sovereignty just for 
the reason that it possesses subjects or citizens but not. 
because it possesses a territory, so, for instance, the 
Supreme Power of the United States or of France pos- 
sesses a supreme sovereign jurisdiction over its citizens. 
living in the United States or in France. If a citizen of 
the United States or of France should go to England,. 
the United States or France would not lose its sover- 
eignty over him, though these countries do not possess. 
a sovereignty over the territories belonging to England. 

Therefore, a supreme legislative body may possess 
a sovereignty in a certain field over its citizens, though 
they do not live in one territory only, but all over the 
world. Such legislative power in the field of strictly 
spiritual affairs is possessed by the Church, whose 
supreme headquarters is located in the Vatican. 

The spiritual citizens of the Catholic Church live 
in almost all parts of the globe, and though, they are 
the citizens of their respective countries in the field 
of temporal affairs, at the same time as regards their 
religious belief, or spiritual affairs, they are subor- 
dinated to the laws of the Catholic Church, which is 
ruled by her governors or diocesan bishops, and whose 
Supreme Authority resides in the Vatican. The Su- 
preme Authority of the Catholic Church situated in 
the Vatican possesses, “de facto’, in the spiritual field 
a sovereignty over her citizens no matter where 
they live; furthermore, the Supreme Authority of the 
Catholic Church would possess that sovereignty even if 
it were stationed not in Rome but in any other place, 
for this simple reason that the Church sovereignty 
is a consequence of the Church having her own 
citizens but not of staying in a certain territory. 
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The opinion, therefore, of European statesmen, that: 
the Vatican has lost its sovereignty by losing the 
territory over which it had a civil power, is uncritical 
and evidently it confuses the spiritual sovereignty, 
which the Vatican exercised over its citizens, with the 
lay power, which the Vatican had over a certain terri- 
tory. 

The Vatican has acquired the sovereignty over its: 
spiritual citizens, not on account of the fact that it 
had a certain territory in Italy over which it exercised 
the civil power, because the Vatican had possessed: 
the spiritual sovereignty over its citizens even before 
a piece of land in Italy was given to it, and it may be 
said, that the land with the civil power over it, was: 
given to the Vatican “ad honorem,” for the reason of 
its Spiritual Sovereignty over all Catholics living in: 
the different parts of the world. 

Therefore, there is no reason to admit, that the 
Vatican lost its sovereignty by losing a piece of land 
and the civil power over it, because it did not lose its. 
citizens over whom it exercised its supreme sover- 
eign power and jurisdiction in the spiritual field. 

At present, we live in a time of International De- 
mocracy and Self Determination. The idea of Inter- 
national Democracy and Self Determination until now 
was neither adopted nor known in the theories and 
statutes of International Law. International Democ- 
racy, that will be the consequence of the League of 
Nations, will not be based on the political balance of 
powers but on the concert of those nations that wilf 
belong to the League of Nations, according to the 
words pronounced by President Wilson in London. 
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Hence, the political balance of powers which was 
based on territories will not be the basis of the future 
international politics, but such basis will be the 
citizens of various countries, themselves, represented 
in the League of Nations, who will belong to one family, 
one concert of civilized nations. This is the opinion of 
President Wilson, expressed in London in the presence 
of the representatives of the Allied countries. 


The Catholic Church—a few hundred millions of - 
citizens, who are ruled by one uniform legislation, and 
by one permanent government, whose head resides in 
the Vatican—forms a spiritual international society 
possessing her own means to reach her spiritual aims, 
hence this society and its supreme headquarters re- 
siding in the Vatican ought to possess the sovereignty 
approved by International Law, and by the League 
of Nations, and its delegate ought to belong to the 
number of the representatives of various countries in 
the League of Nations. The Vatican possesses its 
sovereignty in the spiritual field “‘de facto,” even at 
present, because it possesses its citizens, it sends its 
delegates to different countries; moreover, there at 
the Vatican are the delegates sent by different 
countries to represent their Catholic citizens and to 
treat in the field of spiritual affairs. The Vatican 
possesses certain laws generally held by sovereigns 
and approved by the Italian parliament by the so-called 
“law of guarantees,” but the sovereignty of the 
Vatican is not approved and acknowledged by Inter- 
national Law. 


There are many reasons proving that the Spiritual 
‘Sovereignty of the Catholic Church ought to be ac- 
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knowledged by the concert of nations and that the 
delegate of the Church should be included among the 


delegates representing sovereign powers belonging to 
the League of Nations. 


The League of Nations tends to introduce better in- 
ternational relations among nations; it desires to im- 
plant fraternal love among peoples in order to advance 
humanity toward higher aims of Christian civilization. 

Hence the League of Nations will be more impor- 
tant than all other treaties among nations heretofore. 
All other treaties were based on the political balance 
and the territorial and military stength of nations, 
whereas the League of Nations, according to the notion 
given by President Wilson, will not be so established, 
but it will be based rather on the good disposition and 
good will of the citizens represented in the Concert of 
Nations. Hence the League of Nations will deal not 
only with the materialistic conditions of nations but 
with the idealistic, also. One of the important purposes 
in the future of the League of Nations will be propor- 
tional reduction of military forces, but wherever the 
physical force is being reduced, the moral and spiritual 
forces must be cared for to be properly developed. Be- 
cause the Vatican is the representative of the most im- . 
portant spiritual and moral forces, which can not be 
neglected, its self determination in the spiritual field 
ought to be acknowledged internationally. 

The League of Nations must be, “par excellence,” 
an international institution, because otherwise it would 
not have a sufficient reason for the existence. There 
is no institution in the world as international as the 
Catholic Church. The Catholic Church, on account of 
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her supremely international character, never heretofore 
humiliated herself so much, as to work for the benefit 
of some one nation only, sacrificing the welfare of other 
nations for its sake, but she works equally for all na- 
tions, having in view in the first place their spiritual 
and moral good. 

On account of her international spirit the Catholic 
Church is willing to defend any nation that suffers in- 
justice, as it did in the case of Eneland during the 
time of Napoleon the Great, who wanted to starve 
England by means of the famous “Continental System.” 
The Catholic Church therefore would be of great help 
to the League of Nations if her sovereignty in the 
field of spiritual and moral affairs would be acknow- 
ledged internationally. j 

At present, only the nations belonging to the Allies 
(and some neutral nations) respect law, observe order 
and obey the authority personified in the representa- 
tives of law. There are nowadays a few nations as 
Russia, Germany, Ukrainia and others, where the de- 
moralized classes of people want to overthrow the 
orderly condition, and they are strong enough to tend 
to their aims through the means of a sufficiently 
strong army, killing all those who desire to defend 
societies and civilization from ruin. 

The Allied countries represented in the League of 
Nations undoubtedly desire to preserve the Christian 
civilization from a ruin that is menaced by Bolshevism, 
but in order to accomplish such noble aim a military 
force only, is not sufficient, because this force works 
as long as the idea of order and obedience is respected 
by soldiers, and as soon as they would change their 
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minds in this respect, they might use their forces 
against the Allies. 

The Catholic Church is the strongest representative 
of order, of obedience toward superiors and of the re- 
spect of law. She always has tried to preserve in hu- 
manity anything that has proved to be worthy of it. 
On that account she was relentlessly criticized. At 
present the social order and respect of law are not only 
criticized, but they are alrcady overthrown in a few 
countries and undermined in many. If the League of 
Nations desires to help the civilized world to establish 
an orderly condition among nations, it-should not de- 
spise the help of religion, and especially the organized 
powerful spiritual army of the Catholic Church. 

Bolshevism is one of the most serious menaces that 
the civilized world meets and it cannot be crushed by 
an army only, but all the moral and spiritual powers 
that the civilized world can command must be used in 
order to free humanity from such calamity. The most 
effective antidote for Bolshevism would be the uplift 
of human tendencies, which are at present criminalized. 

Those remedies that exclude religion and that were 
proposed by some atheistic thinkers, were already 
tried, and proved to be ineffective, and even in many 
instances led to ruin. If the representatives of the 
League of Nations, leaving aside all the prejudices | 
against the Catholic Church, would include her repre- 
sentative among its members and would acknowledge 
the spiritual sovereignty of the Church, calling her 
to ait the efforts of the League in raising better 
tendencies in societies in developing Christian education 
of the masses, they would get rid ofa great re- 
sponsibility. 
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The necessity of a more religious spirit in socie- — 


ties is acknowledged not only by the Catholic Church, 
but by most of the religious denominations, especially 
Christian denominations. We may say that all the 
religious and particularly Christian denominations, 
which are the basis of our civilization, have been un- 
dermined in the last fifty years, to a certain extent, by 
different governments, that tried to reduce the influ- 
ence of the Church and to suppress religious education 
of the masses. Of course, it was a mistake, and the 
consequences of this mistake are seen in Bolshevism 
and in the perversive, antigovernmental and anarchistic 
spirit, that pervades nations at present. The repre- 
sentatives of the League of Nations considering what 
has happened in societies so far, should take the 
question of religious education into the most serious 
consideration. 


If the League of Nations would neglect to acknow- 
ledge internationally, religious representatives, it 
would undermine its own authority. Of course Christian 
religion being by this reduced to a rather private 
affair, would be lessened in some measure, but such 
circumstance would only hasten anarchy all over the 
world, and would cause sooner a greater reaction to- 
ward religion, of course after a complete ruin of 
present civilization. The representatives of different 
governments for many years have been trying to 
suppress more or less the authority of the Church on 
account of a certain fear that otherwise the authority 
of the state would be undermined, but there is no 
reason for such a fear at present. The representatives 
of nations in the League of Nations may seriously 
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fear the suppression of their authority and probably 
a complete destruction of it, only on the ‘part of the 
anarchistic spirit, which under different names will 
try to destroy present social order. 

If the League of Nations would not acknowledge 
internationally the spiritual sovereignty of the Vatican, 
giving to the guarantees granted by the Italian parlia- 
ment, an international signification, then the Vatican, 
the Church, would have no obligation whatever toward 
the League of Nations, and it would be compelled to 
consider the League of Nations as a diplomatic body 


that deals only with military means in the deselopment ont 


of universal peace. 


The self-determination of the Church as a conse- es 


quence of her spiritual sovereignty requires the guaran- 
tees of the Vatican granted by the Italian parliament 
to be acknowledged internationally, so that the Church 
could be able to call the bishops of the Catholic world 
for an ecumenical council without any obstacle. At 
present the Italian government for example may pro- 
hibit the bishops from coming to Rome for such a 
council. Moreover the Italian government could break 
up the debates of such a council, and discontinue it, 
especially if such council would take place outside of 
the Vatican. All such things, which evidently are 
against the self-determination of the Church, the 
Italian government could do, because the sovereignty 
and self-determination of the Church is not guaranteed 
internationally, though, de facto, the Church possesses 
it. 


er 


ees Be 


In a similar way the Italian government could raise 


some obstacles in gathering the Cardinals for a con- 
clave. It is true thatthe present Italian government 
did not put obstacles in the. way of calling the Cardinals 
to the last conclave at which the present Pope was 
elected, but this government is not eternal and the 
next government might offend the self-determination 


-of the church, should it not beg Siaranteed internation- 
cally. : 


If the League of Nations would not acknowledge in- 
-ternationally the self-determination of the Church and 
the spiritual sovereignty of the Vatican making it 
completely independent of the Italian government, the 
future universal international ecumenical council 
which probably. will take place in the near future 
~would have no reason to acknowledge the international 
character of the League of Nations. It would acknow- 
ledge this League only as a political body, that outside 
of military and materialistic means is not able to 
raise itself to higher moral and spiritual activities to- 
-ward a future universal peace. The League of Nations 
“being of such character, would look in the eyes of the 
Church like an institution that could not fulfil the 
great purpose of universal democracy. 


The “Osservatore Romano” a semi-official organ of 
“the Vatican not a long time ago had a few observa- 
tions on the “Roman Question ;” it said among others: 
—“The Roman question exists and will exist until the 
‘Holy See is assured of that normal situation which is 
its due by right divine and which it cannot renounce 
-without committing suicide. It is certainly true that 
‘the idea of the Vatican ‘is to render the Church 
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independent of Italian civil power.’ That is where the 


Roman question lies. If this liberty and independence 
were to be lacking with the acquiescence of the Holy 
See, not only in reality, but also in appearance, and 
the people of the world were to be persuaded that 
the Pope was dependent upon any civil power, the 
Church would disintegrate into so many national 
_ Churches—that is to say, it would cease to exist. 
Governments would rightly refuse to tolerate in their 
States the action of Ponticical power that was depen- 
dent upon a political authority.” 


Therefore, as long as the Italian guarantee given 
to the Vatican, would not be recognized internationally, 
and as long as the Vatican would not be authorized 
to send its delegate to take place among the represen- 
tatives in the League of Nations, so long the Vatican 
would be considered as dependent upon the Italian 
government. 

On account of this attitude of the Vatican towards 
the Italian government all the Catholic Churches 
among all nations, and all catholics all over the world 
are to a certain extent dependent upon the Italian 
government. 

Whether all the governments ruling all those coun- 
tries where Catholics do live, like such condition or 
dislike it, we could not tell, but nevertheless, we would 
not hesitate to say, that not only the national honor 
but even in many instances the political necessity of 
every country where catholics live, should require the 
Vatican to possess a sovereignty in the field of 
spiritual affairs, and to be entirely independent upon 
the Italian government. 
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The Catholics in Europe in various places have 
expressed their demand in reference to the political 


independence of the Vatican and in reference to the 
international acknowledgment of its spiritual and 
m: ral sovereignty. Would it not be advisable for the 
Catholics in the United States to demand from the 
League of Nations to acknowledge the Vatican as 
politically independent of the Italian Government, and, 
furthermore, demand the spiritual and moral sover- 
eignty of the Vatican to be acknowledged internation- 
ally. This is a necessity required by our national honor. 
Being Catholics, we are in the spiritual field dependent 
upon the Vatican; therefore, if the Vatican would be 
politically dependent upon the Italian King or Italian 
Government, we consequently, would be considered as 
dependent upon it as well. The same thing may be 
said about any Catholic nation. Therefore, our national 
honor and the honor of every Catholic nationality de- 
sire the Vatican to be politically independent of the 
Italian Government, and its spiritual sovereignty to be 
acknowledged internationally. If the Catholics of the 
United States would express such ideas to the repre- 
sentatives of the League of Nations just as the Cath- 
olics of some other countries have done, it would, un- 
doubtedly, help the Vatican to become independent of 
Italy, which is very much desirable for the welfare of 
the Church. 

In reference to the financial condition of the 
Vatican, we would say, that if the sovereignty of the 
Holy See in the spiritual field would be acknowledged 
internationally, her financial condition would be im- 
proved at once. The collection of Peter’s Pence was very 
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often interfered with in many European countries just 
on account of the fact that the spiritual sovereignty 
of the Church was not recognized internationally. In 
the United States, the collection of Peter’s Pence was 
never interfered with by anybody, and in proportion 
to the Catholic population of the United States, it 
was always dignified. His Eminence says that 
the Catholics of the United States are in 
a position to manifest in a way that will give an 
edification to the whole Church their generous loyal- 
‘ty to the father of Christendom. The sum of money that 
may be raised, the Cardinal considers in the eleventh 
point of his letter. In this point the Cardinal says 
that the position of the Church is stronger at present, 
than ever before. There is no doubt, that the generosity 
of the Catholics, and even of the entire American 
society is, at present, much more developed than it was 
before the war. The people are accustomed, at present, 
to different drives for different purposes, not only 
political and social, but even religious; hence, the 
collection of an unprecedented sum of money for the 
Holy See may become easier than one thinks, For this 
Pontifical fund there may be collected not only money 
in cash, but Victory and Liberty Bonds, and not only 
Catholics but many Christians of other denominations 
will contribute their Bonds for that purpose. In such a 
case, the money that was used by the United States 
for higher humanitarian purposes will be used again 
for religious purposes. 

The Holy See is, at present, in a critical financial 
position, and it might be in the near future in a still 
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more critical state. There will probably follow many 
separations between States and Church in many Eu- 
ropean countries. 


We know what a European separation between State 
and Church generally means; it means a confiscation 
of the Church property as it happened in France. After 
_ separation, the impoverished Churches will need a 
great deal of money for the re-establishing of their 
affairs to a normal condition, and, therefore, the faith- 
ful will be unable to contribute very much for the Holy 
See; at least, for a certain time. The Holy See will 
look to America, as Cardinal Gibbons said, for help. 

The Cardinal says that we should give an example 
to other countries of how to help the Holy See in her 
critical financial condition. I believe we could give 
such an example by raising the Papal Fund of 
$25,000,00; we would raise this at once if we would 
collect Liberty and Victory Bonds. The collection 
of $25,000,000 at one time might look paradoxical, but 
it will be realized if there would be adopted the method 
used by the Government of the United States in 
selling Liberty and Victory Bonds. The Government 
of the United States called upon the public in many 
ways—always effectively; it made great mass meetings 
separately for the different nationalities in order to 
raise their ambitions and in order to give a chance to 
show what they were able to do for the United States 
in her need. Why could not the Catholics of the United 
States use such methods in order to collect $25,000,000 
worth of Liberty and Victory Bonds for the Papal 
Fund? At present, there is a great opportunity to 
collect this sum of money, because the people would 
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not mind to contribute some of their Bonds for the 
Vatican. This sum of money would give over $800,000 
of interest a year. But even if there would not be 
collected so much, undoubtedly the collection of 
Liberty and Victory Bonds would be more or less 
successful and would make an unprecedented sum of 
money, which would greatly help the critical condition 
of the Holy See. 
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-SEMI-SOVEREIGNTY OF THE JEWISH 
NATIONAL HOME AND ITS 
POLITICAL IMPORTANCE. 


Sometime ago, at the conference in San Remo, the 
representatives of the Allied countries had raised a 
considerable part of Palestine to a politically indepen- 
dent country, granting to it semi-sovereignty under 
the protectorate of England. At the first glance, this 
historical happening does not look like anything 
extraordinary, but when we consider some of the 
extraordinary international privileges given to 
Palestine, we will admit, that the Jewish 
National Home possesses such international privileges 
which no country has possessed so far. 


The enormous privilege that was granted to the 
Jewish National Home is, that the Jews living outside 
of Palestine will be considered as the citizens of the 
countries where they actually live and, at the same 
time, they will be considered as the citizens of Palestine 
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just for the fact that they are Jews, though not living 
in Palestine. Hence, Jews will possess a double citizen- 
ship. The Jewish parliament, which will be established 
in Jerusalem, and which will be called Sanhedrin, will 
possess jurisdiction all over the world, because it will 
possess jurisdiction over Jews living all over the 
world. In the Jewish parliament there will be no 
separation between Church and State, and, hence, 
spiritual jurisdiction will be combined with lay 
jurisdiction; therefore, the Jewish Sanhedrin will 
exercise such double jurisdiction, which is spiritual 
and lay jurisdiction, over the Jewish people, though 
they will not live in Palestine, but in any other 
country. 

No country so far ever possessed such jurisdiction 
and never such jurisdiction was granted to any parlia- 
ment. The Jewish National Home and the Jewish 
Sanhedrin will be the first political body in the history 
of mankind that will possess such great jurisdiction. 
The privilege granted to the Jewish National Home 
will be observed by all the Allied countries whose 
representatives have signed the documents establishing 
the Jewish National Home and giving it the above 
mentioned extraordinary privilege. The United States, 
which did not sign as yet any peace treaty, is conse- 
quently not obliged to observe such privilege, and even 
if the United States in the future will sign any peace 
treaty it will not consent to such privilege or it will 
not acknowledge the double citizenship of Jews. When 
a foreigner gets his papers of citizenship, according to 
the law of the United States he must renounce any 
citizenship or subjectiveness to other countries and 
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only then he may be admitted to the American citizen- 
ship. How then the United States will proceed with 
Jews who want to be considered as citizens of 
Palestine and as citizens of the United States? 


It is, however, surprising that the Christian world 
at the conference in San Remo gave the Jews such 
enormous privilege, whereas it did not give any 
privilege to the Vatican whose sovereignty was not 
acknowledged internationally but was only acknow- 
ledged to a certain extend by the Italian parliament. 
The Vatican extends its spiritual jurisdiction over 
Catholics living all over the world, but this jurisdiction 
was not acknowledged internationally, because the 
representative of the Vatican did not take part at any 
conference in The Hague or in Paris. Why the Jewish 
Sanhedrin should possess more privileges granted to 
it by Christian world than the Vatican, is inexplicable. 

In spite of the fact that the representatives of the 
Governments taking part at the peace conference 
were almost Christians, they have granted, nevertheless 
to Jews such enormous privileges that to that effect 
many protests were made by different Christian 
denominations on the one hand, and by Moslems and 
the Jews living in Palestine on the other hand. 
Both the Anglicans and the non-Episcopal 
bodies have considerable interest in the holy land and 
their feeling is probably expressed by the Bishop of 
London, who said at a Palestine exhibition: “There is 
a good deal of misunderstanding and, perhaps, fear 
as to what is going to happen, and consideration will 
be vitally necessary.” A writer in the “Morninz Post” 
says,” that the population of Palestine, which is about 
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eighty per cent Mohammedan and twelve per cent 
Christian, has a feeling of responsibility for the holy 
places of the two great religions of the world. This 
writer goes on to say: “The British public to allow the 
present decision to pass unchallenged, must be unaware 
that though the Jews by a cruel extermination of the 
inhabitants held the country for a few hundred years 
for some two thousand years ago, it has since for a 
much longer period been a Christian kingdom and a 
Mohammedan dominion. They do not know that the 
old native Jews of Palestine, who have lived peaceably 
among and with the others for centuries, are as much 
opposed to Zionism as the Christians and Mohammed- 
ans. In England only the honest and genuine Zionist 
ideal of the cultured Jews is seen, not the over- 
bearing, creul and tyrannous attitude of the Zionist in 
Palestine, who mostly hail from Central Europe. The 
British people has not appreciated the fact that what- 
ever guarantees are given, there will always be the 
tendency, which has already manifested itself, be it 
conscious or unconscious, on the part of these Zionists 
to discredit the Chritian and Moslem holy places, and 
so to destroy these two religions.” 

Syrians of the country cannot believe that a great 
Christian nation is ready to abandon the most sacred 
shrines of its faith to the dangers that beset them 
from the establishment around them of a Zionist 
national home, or that Great Britain, the foremost 
Musselman power in the world, will leave the land of 
the Phophet, after Mecca the most holy place of the 
Mohammedan religion, to the perils of J ewish gold.” 
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The same writer says that in 1919 an official 
American commission went to Palestine to sound the 
wishes of the people and that this commission found 
that the people were unanimously against any division 
of Syria from Palestine, and, in addition, that they were 
opposed to any privilege being accorded to the Zionist. 

Establishing of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine and granting to it a semi-sovereignty, as 
we see from the above stated, raises protest and excites 
bad feeling not only among Christian but even among 
Muslams and Jews living in Palestine. 

The Christian representatives of the Allied countries 
under a prevalent influence of England, raised the 
Jewish National Home to some kind of Vatican, be- 
cause it furnished it with a political jurisdiction over 
the Jews living all over the world. 

At the Conference of Peace to Jews a special priv- 
ilege was given in reference to Poland and other 
smaller countries, that on the Sabbath, Jews shall not 
be compelled to perform any act which constitutes a 
violation of their Sabbath, nor shall they be placed 
under iny disability by reason of their refusal to 
attend courts of law or to perform any legal business 
on their Sabbath. This provision, however, shall not 
exempt Jews from such obligations as shall be imposed 
upon all other Polish citizens for the necessary purposes. 
of military service, national defense, or the preserva- 
tion of public order. 

”’Poland declares her intention to refrain from order- 
ing or permitting elections, whether general or local, 
to be held on a Saturday, nor will registration for 
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electoral or other purposes be compelled to be 
performed on a Saturday.” |Article 12 of Special treaty 
with Poland.| 


On this account, Mr. Gauvain writes: “One may put. 
the question, why respect for the Sabbath is so 
peremptorily imposed when Sunday is ignored among 
several of the Allied Powers. In France Christians are 
not dispensed from appearing on Sundays before the 
assize courts. Besides, Poland is further obliged not to. 
order or authorize elections on a Saturday. What pre- 
cautions these are in favor of the Jewish religion as. 
compared with the legislation of many Allied states. 
which have no such ordinances in favor of Catholicism! 
Is the same procedure to be adopted toward the 
Moslems? Shall we behold the famous Mussulmans of 
India, so opportunely drawn from the shade by Mr. 
Montagu, demanding the insertion of clauses to protect. 
Islam ? Will the Zionists impose their dogmas in. 
Palestine? Is the life of a nation to be suspended two, 
three, or four days a week in order that religious laws. 
may be observed? Catholicism has adapted itself in 
practice to laic legislation and to the exigencies of 
modern life. It may well seem that Judaism in Poland. 
could do likewise. In Rumania, the Jews met 
with no obstacle to the exercise of their religién. In- 
deed, they had contrived in the localities to the north 
of Moldavia, where they formed a majority, to impose 
their own customs on the rest of the population. Jewish 
guardians of tollbridges are known to have barred the 
passage of these bridges on Saturdays, because, on 
the one hand, their religion forbade them to accept 
money on that day, and, on the other hand, they could 
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sallow no one to pass without paying. The Big Four 
might have given their attention to matters more 
useful or more pressing than enforcing respect for 
‘the Sabbath.” 


“It is comprehensible that M. Bratiano should have 
“refused to accept in advance the conditions which the 
Four or the Five may dictate in favor of ethnic and 
religious minorities. Rumania before the war was a 
free country governed congrously with the most modern 
principles. The restrictions which she had enacted 
respecting foreigners in general, and which were on 
‘the point of being repealed, did not exceed those which 
the United States and the Dominion of Australia still 
apply with remarkable tenacity. Why should the 
Cabinets of London and Washington take so much to 
heart the lot of ethnic and religious minorities in 
certain European countries while they themselves 
refuse to admit in the Covenant of the Society of 
Nations the principle of the equality of races? Their 
conduct is awakening among the states ‘whose interests 
care limited’ the belief that they are the victims of an 
arbitrary policy. And that is not without danger.” 
Another eminent Frenchman, M. Denis Cochin, who 
‘until quite recently was a Cabinet Minister, wrote: 
“The Conference, by imposing laws in favor of minor- 
ities, has uselessly and unjustly offended our allies. 
"These laws oblige them to respect the usages of 
the Jews, to maintain schools for them. I have spent 
a large part of my career in demanding for French 
“Catholics exactly that which the Conference imposes 
elsewhere. The Catholics pay taxes in money and taxes 
jin blood. And yet there is no budget for those schools 
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in which their religion is taught; no liberty for those 
s Lcolmasters who wear the ecclesiastical habit. I have: 
seen a doctor in letters, fellow of the university, driven 


from his class because he was a Marist brother and 
He died of grief. I have seen young priests, after the. 
long, laborious preparation necessary before they could 
take part in the competition for a university fellow- 
ship, thrust aside at the last moment and debarred 
from the competition because they wore the garb of 
priests. Yet a year later they were soldiers. Ihave 
seen Father Schell presented unanimously by the In- 
stitute and the Proffesional Corps as worthy to re- 
ceive a chair at the College de France, and refused. 
by the Minister. Yet I hereby affirm that if foreigners.. 
even though they were allies, even friends, were to 
meddle with imposing on us the abrogation of these 
iniquitous laws, my protest would be uplifted against 
them, together with that of M. Combes. I would ex-. 
claim, like Sganarelle’s wife, ‘And what if I wish to 
be beaten ?’ I hold tyranny in horror, but I hold foreign 
intervention in greater horror still. Let us combat bad 
laws with all our strength, but among ourselves.” 
From the above statements, we notice that to get. 
a semi-sovereignty for the Jewish National Home it was . 
a very hard proposition, and that the Jews had to make 
extra efforts in order to influence the representatives 
of the allied nations to establish the Jewish National 
Home. The Jewish Home possesses extra privileges as,. 
for instance, double citizenship of Jews and the priv- 
ilege of a guardian over Jewish tradition, Jewish 
schools and Jewish religion. The Jewish National 
Home will exercise its double jurisdiction, political and 
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spiritual, under the protectorate of England. England 
took such protectorate on her shoulders, being under 
a stress of Jewish English capital and probably 
_masonry. On our part, we do not intend to criticise the 
English policy in this point, but we want to express = 
hope that England will not be any obstacle along the 
line of internationally guaranteeing the sovereignty of 
the Roman Vatican, because England is a Christian 
-country and being such probably would not be willing 
to raise the Jewish Vatican above the Christian 
“Vatican, the more so because England, particularly her 
‘King, was, in olden times, the defender of the Christian 
faith. 
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THE HOLY FATHER’S RECONCILIA- 
TION. ENCYCLICAL. 


All the arguments referring to the question of the 
Vatican’s political independence would not have very 
much value if we would not quote the words of the 
present Holy Father talking on this question in his 
last “Encyclical of Reconciliation.” This Encyclical -is 
the basis of every literary work along the line of the 
political independence of the Holy See; there the Holy 
Father, when saying that the catholic princes at 
present may visit Rome, at the same time renews 
the protest pronounced by his predecessors’ in 
referrence to the privileges and laws of the Vatican. 
The Holy Father has stated that he has not renounced 
of the sacrosanct rights of the Holy See which were 
infringed at the time when the Holy See was deprived 
of civil power. Since that time until now the Holy See 
is in an abnormal condition. Benedict XV when saying 
this, expresses hope that in the near future with the 
establishment of a permanent peace, this abnormal 
condition will be removed. 

In these words of the Holy Father it is clearly ex- 
pressed, that the Holy See does not possess the inter- 
national rights, which she ought to possess as a perfect 
society ; she ought to possess her own complete political 
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sovereignty, because otherwise she is more or less de- 
pendent on the civil authorities of Italy. This is 
the abnormal condition of the Holy See at present. 


Let us remark that the Holy Father does not. 
say anything referring to _ the territorial 
quantity of the Pontifical Dominion, because he prob- 
ably considers this as a secondary thing, (this however 
is the private opinion of the author, which he is ready 
to recall if not correct), but only about the international 
laws which were detracted when the Holy See was 
deprived of civil power and of a large territory which 
was, at that time, the Pontifical Dominion. 

The opinion of the Italian government that the con- 
fiscation of the Pontifical Dominion was not made 
with the aim of persecuting the Church, but for the 
sake of establishing United Italy, does not stand a 
serious criticism because if the Italian government 
and the Italian King would have had such purpose 
they would have proposed to the Church a pacific 
resolution of the question; they could have proposed 
a territorial reduction of the Pontifical Dominion for 
the sake of Italian reunion, and they would have left to 
the Holy See a decent territory with laws and 
privileges of perfect sovereignty, and then the Holy 
See would not have been deprived of her privileges on 
international ground. By doing so Italy would not have 
lost anything, because we notice in some places some 
small republics or kingdoms within the limits of other 
republics and kingdoms. 

The Holy Father further says, that when renewing 
the protest of his predecessors, he is not moved by 
human interests but by the sanctity of duty to defend 
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the dignity and rights of the Holy See. The Holy See 
being deprived of her perfect sovereignty even on a 
small territory, will never be admitted to take part in 
political debates and relations and will be unable to 
exercise the influence of Christian spirit to such an 
extent as she is entitled to, whereas the Jews who are 
not Christians, and whose religious tradition is dia- 
metrically opposed to Christian civilization, will 
exercise a great political influence on _ international 
ground under the protectorate of England and even 
other Allied countries. 

What kind of aims does the Holy See have 
in exercising her influence in international 
relations, is stated in the Encyclical namely, 
to foster a true Christian love and charity among 
nations, because only in such condition a permanent 
peace, so much necessary for the progress of sciences 
and arts and of Christian civilization in general, may 
follow. Without love and charity there always will 
happen a tyrany with the only difference, that one time 
some peoples or some classes of a people will be the 
tyrants over others, and the next time some other 
peoples and some other classes will take their place 
and practice tyrany. 

The efforts along the line of Christian civilization 
will be made in vain, because what was acquired in a 
few years of peace, will be destroyed in the next 
few years of war. 

This is the end of our introduction to the ‘Encyclical 
of Reconciliation’, which is one of the greatest historical 
documents, and which we advise to vread 
with attention. 
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Be ENCYCLICAL LETTER 


To the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops 
and Or-imaries in Peace and Communion witb 
the Holy See. 

Venerable Brethren, Health and Apostolic Benediction: 


Peace, the great gift of God, than which, in St. 
Augustine’s words, there is no happier thing among 
men, nothing more desirable or better; peace, which 
all good people have implored for more than four 
years, with the prayers of the faithful and the tears 
of mothers, has finally begun to shine among the 
peoples, and we are among the first to rejoice at it. 
But still too many and too bitter anxieties disturb this 
Our paternal joy, for if almost everywhere the war 
has in a way come to an end, and several treaties of 
peace have been signed, nevertheless the germs of 
old bitterness remain and you know well, Venerable 
Brethren, that no peace can have consistency, no 
alliance can have strength, though elaborated in daily 
laborious conferences and solemnly sanctioned, if at 
the same time hatreds and enmities are not quenched 
by means of a reconciliation based on mutual charity. 

It is on this consideration, which is full of anxiety 
and dangers, that We wish to dwell, Venerable 
Brethren, and that at the same time the peoples en- 
trusted to your care may have it brought home to 
them. 


Exerted Power for Peace. 


In truth, ever since by the hidden designs of God 
We were raised to the See of Peter, We have never 
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ceased to do everything in Our power, from the very 
beginning of the war, that all the nations of the world 
might resume cordial relations among themselves. To 
that end We never ceased to pray, to repeat exhorta- 
tions, to propose ways of arrangement, to try every 
means, in fact, to open, by Divine aid, a door of some 
sort to a peace that might be just, honorable and 
lasting; and at the same time We exercised all Our 
paternal care to alleviate everywhere that terrible 
load of sorrow and disaster of every sort accompanying 
the immense tragedy. 

And now, just as from the beginning of Our 
troubled Pontificate, the charity of Jesus Christ led 
Us to work both for the return of peace and to alle- 
viate the horrors of the war, so now that a certain 
peace has been finally concluded, it is this same charity 
which urges Us to exhort all the children of the 
Church, or better, all men in the world, that they 
may put aside the old bitterness and give place to 
mutual love and concord. 

There is no need for Us to dwell long on showing 
how humanity is incurring the risk of terrible disas- 
ters if, while peace indeed is concluded, latent hostility 
and enmity among the peoples continue. No need to 
dwell on the harm to all that is fruit of civilization and 
progress, to commerce and industry, literature and 
the arts, all of which flourish only when the peoples 
live together in tranquillity. 

But more important still—grave harm would be done 
to the very life of Christanity, which is essentially 
Dbased on charity, being called the very preaching of 
the Law of Christ, “the gospel of peace.” 
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Indeed, as you well know and as We have often 
called to mind, nothing was so often and so insistently 
taught by the Divine Master to His disciples as this. 
precept of fraternal charity as the one which includes. 
all the others in itself; an Our Lord called that precept 
new and His own, desiring that it should be as the 
hallmark of the Christians by which they might 
easily be distinguished from all others. 

No other, indeed, was the testament that He left 
to His followers when He died, praying them to love 
one another, and loving one another try to imitate 
the ineffable unity that exists between the Persons 
of the Holy Trinity: “That they may be one as We 
also are one that they may be made perfect in one.” 

And the Apostels, following the order of the Divine 
Master and taught by His very voice, were unceasing 
in their exhortation to the faithful: “But before all 
things have a constant mutual charity among your- 
selves”; “And above all these things have charity 
which is the bond of perfection”; “Dearly beloved, let 
us love one another for charity is of God.” 

The teaching of Jesus Christ and of the Apostles 
was faithfully observed by Our brethren of the old 
times who belonged indeed to different nations, often 
at war among themselves, but who nevertheless 
wiped out the record of past differences in voluntary 
oblivion and lived in perfect concord. 

And indeed there was marked contrast between 
such intimate union of minds and hearts and the 
deadly hostilities that then broke out among the 
nations. 
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What has already been said to teach the precept 
of charity holds good for the pardoning of offenses, 
no less solemnly commanded by the Lord: “But I say 
to you, love your enemies;.do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that persecute and calumniate 
you, that you may be the children of your Father who 
is in Heaven, who maketh His sun to rise upon the 
good and bad.” Hence that terribly severe warning of 
the Apostle St. John: “Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer and you know that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in himself.” 


Christian Duty of Forgiveness. 


Finally, Jesus Christ has taught us to pray the Lord 
so that we ask for forgiveness on condition of forgiving 
others: “And forgive us our debts as we also forgive 
our debtors.” And if sometimes the observance of this 
law seems too severe and difficult, the Redeemer of 
the human race Himself assists us not only with the 
Divine Grace but also by His admirable example, for 
as He hung on the Cross He prayed pardon of His 
Father for those who so unjustly and wickedly 
tortured Him: “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” 

We too should be the first to imitate the pity and 
loving kindness of Jesus Christ, whose Vicar We are 
here, though without any merit of Our own; with all 
Our heart, following His example, We forgive all 
and every one of Our enemies who knowingly or un- 
knowingly have heaped and are still heaping on Our 
person and Our work every sort of vituperation, and 
We embrace all with supreme charity and benevolence, 
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neglecting no opportunity to do them all the good in 
Our power; and that is indeed what Christians really 
worthy of the name are bound to do towards those 
from whom they have received offenses during the 
‘war. 

Christian charity in fact is not confined to not 
hating our enemies and loving them as brothers; it. 
desires also that we do good to them, following the 
rule of the Divine Master who “went about doing good 
and healing all that were oppressed by the Devil,’” 
and ran the course of His mortal life giving it all 
up to doing untold good to men, even shedding His 
blood for them. So said St. John: “In this we have 
known the charity of God, because He hath laid down 
His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren. He that hath the substance of this. 
world and shall see his brother in need and shall see 
his brother in need and shall shut up his bowels from 
him, how doth the charity of God abide in him? My 
little children, let us not love in word nor in tongue,. 
but in deed and in truth.” 


Never indeed was there a _ time when we should 
“spread the limits of charity” more than in these days 
of universal suffering and sorrow; never perhaps as 
to-day has humanity needed that common beneficence 
which grows from sincere love of our neighbor and is 
full of sacrifice and fervor. For if we look anywhere 
where the fury of the war has passed we see immense’ 
regions utterly desolate and squalid; multitudes re-- 
duced to such extremes as to be without bread, clothing” 
and shelter; innumerable widows and orphans awaiting” 
help from some one; and lastly a great crowd of en- 
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feebled beings, particularly infants and children, 
whose malformed bodies bear witness to the atrocity 
of the war. 

To the mind of any one who sees this picture of 
misery by which the human race is oppressed there 
must come back at once the story of the Gospel 
traveler who was journeying from Jerusalem to Jericho 
and fell among thieves who robbed him and covered 
him with wounds and left him half dead by the way- 
side. The two cases are very much alike; and as to 
the traveler there came the Good Samaritan, full of 
compassion, who bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and 
Wine over them, took him to the inn and undertook 
all care of him, so as to cure the wounds of the human 
race the hand is needed of Christ Jesus, of whom the 
Samaritan was figure and image. 

That indeed is tke work which the Church takes 
upon itself as heir and guardian of the spirit of Jesus 
Christ—the Church whose entire existence is a mar- 
velously varied network of good deeds, the Church 
“that real mother .of Chritians which has such ten- 
derness of love for its neighbor that for every one 
of the different evils which trouble the soul with sin 
it has ready every kind of medicine” and so “treats 
and guides childrn as children, young men with 
courage and strength, old people with quiet calm, as 
each has his condition not only in body but in 
soul.” And all this many-sided Christian beneficence, 
by sweetening the spirit, has wonderful effect in re- 
storing tranquility to the peoples. 
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Therefore We pray you, Venerable Brethern, and 
We exhort you in the bowels of charity of Jesus Christ 
to do everything in your power, not only to urge the 
faithful entrusted to you to lay aside hatred and 


pardon offenses, but also to promote more actively all 
those works of Christian benevolence which bring aid 
to the needy, comfort to the afflicted, protection to 
the weak, opportune assistance, in fact, of every kind 
to all who have suffered most gravely through the 
war. We wish that you should specially exhort your 
priests, as ministers of peace, to be assiduous in this 
work, which is indeed the very compendium of the 
Christian lif~ in preaching love towards one’s neigh- 
bors even if enemies, and being “all things to all men.” 
So as to afford a shining example, let them wage war 
everywhere on enmity and hatred, knowing well that 
in doing so they are doing a thing very welcome to 
the most loving Heart of Jesus and to him who, how- 
ever unworthy, is His Vicar here on earth. And in this 
connection also they should exhort and pray Catholic 
journalists and writers in that “as elect of God, holy 
and beloved,” they may clothe themselves in the bowels 
of mercy and benignity,” expressing it in their 
writings, abstaining not only from false and empty 
accusations but also from all intemperance and bitter- 
ness of language which is contrary to the law of 
Christ and does no more than reopen sores as yet un- 
healed, especially in that men who are suffering 
bitterly from recent wounds find it difficult to endure 
even the lightest injury. 
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All that We have said here to individuals about their 
duty of practising charity We wish to apply also to 
those peoples who have fought the great war, in order 
that, when every cause of disagreement has been re- 
moved as far as possible, and saving of course reasons 
of justice, they may resume friendly relations among 
themselves. For the Evangelic law of charity is the 
same between individuals as between States and 
Nations, which are indeed but collections of individuals. 
From the moment that the war ended, both from 
motives of charity and also through a certain necessity 
of things, there has begun a_ universal draw- 
ing together of the peoples, moved to unite by their 
mutual needs as well as by reciprocal benevolence, 
which is more marked now that civilization is so ex- 
tended and means of communication so marvelously 
increased. 


Catholic Princes May Visit Rome. 


Truly, as We have already said, this Apostolic See 
has never wearied of teaching during the war such 
pardon of offenses and the fraternal reconciliation of 
the peoples, in conformity with the most holy law of 
Jesus Christ and in agreement with the needs of hu-. 
manity; nor did it allow that these moral principles 
should be forgotten, even in the clash of dissension 
and hatred. And now, after the treaties of peace, it 
puts forward these principles and proclaims them 
even more strongly, as indeed it did a short time ago 
in the letter to the Bishops of Germany and in the 
letter addressed to the Archbishop of Paris. And inas- 
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much as one very useful means of maintaining and 
increasing this concord among the peoples is found in 
the visits which the heads of States and Governments. 
are accustomed to exchange to consult on matters of 
special importance, considering the changed circum- 
stances of the times and the dangerous trend of 
events, in order to co-operate in the brotherhood of 
the peoples We are willing to mitigate in some measure 
the severity of the conditions whcih were justly laid 
down by Our predecessors, when the civil power of the 
Holy See was destroyed, to exclude visits to Rome of 
Catholic Princes in official form. 

But at the same time We solemnly proclaim that 
this concession, determined, or rather willed, as is 
seen, on account of the seriousness of the present 
times, must not be interpreted as a tacit renunciation 
of sacrosanct rights as if the Holy See were satisfied 
with the abnormal condition in which it is now placed. 
Indeed, the protests which Our predecessors have 
several times made, not in the least moved thereto by 
human interests but by the sanctity of duty, to defend 
the dignity and rights of this Apostolic See, We on this 
occasion renew for the very same reasons, claiming ~ 
once again and with even greater insistence that now 
that peace is made among the nations “for the Head of 
the Church too an end may be put to that abnormal 
condition which does serious harm, for many reasons, 
to that very tranquility of the peoples.” 


Society of Nations Desirable. 


Things being thus restored in the order desired by 
justice and charity, and the peoples reconciled among 
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themselves, it would be truly desirable, Venerable: 
Brethren, that all States should put aside mutual sus-— 
picion and unite in one sole society or rather family 
of peoples, both to guarantee their own independence. 
and safeguard order in the civil concert of the peoples. 
A special reason, not to mention others, for forming: 
this society among the nations is the need generally. 
recognized of reducing, if it is not possible to abolish. 
it entirely, the enormous military expenditure which. 
can no longer be borne by the States, in order that in. 
this way murderous and disastrous wars may be. 
assured, in the just confines, the independence and. 
integrity of its own territory. 

And once this League among nations is founded on. 
the Christian law in all that regards justice and char-. 
ity, the Church will surely not refuse it valid aid, in- 
asmuch as being itself the most perfect type of 
universal society; through its very essence and its: 
aims it has wonderful power for bringing this brother- 
hood among men, not only for their eternal salvation 
but also for their material well-being; it leads them. 
that is through temporal happiness so as not to lose 
the eternal. Indeed we know from history that when 
the Church pervaded with its spirit the ancient and 
barbarous nations of Europe, little by little the many . 
and varied differences that divided them disappeared ; 
in time they joined together in a homogeneous society 
from which originated modern Europe which under 
the guidance and auspices of the Church, while it pre- 
served for each nation its own characteristics cul- 
minated in a compact unity bringing prosperity and 
greatness. Well does St. Augustine say in this regard: 
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“This celestial city, while in exile here on earth, calls to 
itself citizens of every nation and forms out of all the 
peoples its one sole pilgrim society; no thought is had 
of differences in customs, laws and institutions; every- 
thing which tends to the conquest and maintenance of 
peace on earth the Church, far from repudiating and 
destroying, jealously preserves; for however these 
things may vary among the nations, they are all 
directed to the same end of peace on earth as long as 
they do not hinder the exercise of the religion which 
teaches adoration of the one supreme true God.” 

And the same holy teacher thus spoke to the Church: 
“Citizens, peoples and all men, recalling their common 
origin, thou shalt not only unite among themselves 
but thou shalt make them brothers.” 


His Holiness’ Final Appeal. 


We meanwhile, coming back to what we said at the 
beginning, turn affectionately to all Our children and 
conjure them in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
to forget mutual differencences and offenses and draw 
together in the embrace of Christian charity before 
which there are no strangers; and we fervently 
exhort, too, all the nations that under the influence of 
Christian benevolence they establish a true peace 
among themselves and join together in one single 
alliance which, under the auspices of justice will be 
lasting; and finally we appear to all men and all the 
peoples of the earth to adhere in mind and heart to 
the Catholic Church and through the Church to Christ 
the Redeemer of the human race so that we may 
address to them in very truth the words of St. Paul 
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to the Ephesians: “But now in Christ Jesus you who 
were afar off are made nigh by the Blood of Christ. 
For He is our peace who hath made both one, and 
breaking down the middle wall of partition * * * 
killing the enmtities in Himself. And coming he 
preached peace to you that were afar off and peace 
to them that were nich.” 


Nor less appropriate are the words of the same 
Apostle addressed to the Colossians: “Lie not to one 
another: stripping yourselves of the old man with his 
deed and putting on the new, him who renewed unto. 
knowledge according to the image of Him who created 
him: where there is neither Gentile nor Jew, circum- 
cision or uncircumsision, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond 
nor free, but Christ is all and in all.” 

Meanwhile, trusting in the protection of the Virgin 
Immaculate who not long ago We directed should be 
universally invoked as “Queen of Peace,” as also in 
that of the three new Saints. We humbly implore the 
Divine Spirit the Paraclete that He may “graciously 
grant to the Church the gift of unity and peace” and 
with even further outpouring of charity for the 
common salvation may renew the face of the earth.. 
As harbinger of these celestial gifts and as pledge of 
Our paternal benevolence. We impart with all Our 
heart to you, Venerable Brethren, to all your clergy 
and people, the Apostolic Benediction. 

Given in Rome at St. Peter’s the 23d day of May 
the solemnity of Pentecost 1920, the sixth year of 
Our Pontificate. 
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